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PLEASE READ, PRINT AND SAVE!!! 
 
Greetings, VCA Parents & Students. 
 
Here you will find information about the 2014-15 fundraising plan for the Video Cinema Arts (VCA) 
department at Denver School of the Arts (DSA). Please read all of this information so that you have an 
idea about the goals and expectations. 
 
WHAT am I being asked to do? 
VCA is asking the family of each student to commit to raising and/or donating at least $200 per student to 
support the VCA Guest Artist Fund each school year. With over 80 students in VCA, we project that this 
program will add $16,000 to the department’s coffers. 
 
WHY am I being asked to do this? 
VCA is a very expensive department to operate. Not only does the department have typical staffing 
requirements (fulfilled by 2 experienced teachers), but VCA also comes with significant equipment needs 
(replacements, repairs, maintenance, expendables, etc.) on a regular basis. In 2014, the department 
spent almost $35,000 on equipment needs alone. 
 
WHERE do VCA funds currently come from? 
As a Colorado public school, DSA receives standard per-pupil funding from the State and Denver Public 
Schools (DPS). These funds are used to pay for both the arts and academic teachers, the school 
administration and facilities. DSA receives no extra money from the state to support our rigorous and 
esteemed arts curriculum. 
 
As a Career & Technical Education (CTE) endeavor, VCA has also had some success in securing outside 
grant funding over the years. Since 2011, our high school students have had access to a part-time CTE 
specialist (shared with Stagecraft & Design) through Goodwill Industries. And, this past Spring, VCA 
received a $28,000 Perkins Grant from the Department of Education (DoE) which allowed the department 
to upgrade all of its computers to iMacs. 
 
WHAT will VCA do with additional funds? 
In order to provide the richest possible experience for our students, VCA would like to expose our 
students to as many community resources as possible. To this end, we have had some success asking 
community members (writers, directors, cinema-tographers, editors, etc.) to visit DSA on a voluntary 
basis. Going forward, we would like to increase our access to Guest Artists by being able to offer stipends 
as needed. 
 
The VCA Guest Artists Fund will be used to hire experienced professionals who are able to give our 
students the type of instruction and individual attention that a department like ours needs in order to make 
our students successful. This will include partial funding for a full-time paraprofessional position in VCA to 
serve primarily in the capacity of Production Supervisor. During the 2014-15 school year, we anticipate 
that VCA guest artists (including the paraprofessional) will log well over 1,500 hours working with our 
students on the entire filmmaking process – from pre-production to production to post-production. 
 
Do other DSA departments ask families to supplement their fundraising? 
Yes. Most of the arts departments ask their families to make direct pledges/contributions. For example, 
Theatre currently asks families for a $300 annual commitment per student, while Band is very active with 
silent auctions and product sales. 
 
In addition, many departments require their students to take classes and private lessons throughout the 
year. On average, a Dance major at DSA pays $60-200 per month ($720-$2,400 per year) for required 
classes outside of school, while music majors (Vocal, Orchestra, Band, Guitar, Piano) pay around $100-
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200 per month ($1,200-$2,400 per year) for their lessons. When you put this in perspective, the $200 
annual request for VCA seems quite reasonable! 
 
Will VCA families be asked to make other contributions along the way? 
No. The Guest Artists program is the primary fundraiser for VCA. Other than purchasing tickets to our Fall 
and Spring film festivals, the only other financial costs for VCA students are back-to-school supplies and 
an occasional field trip (e.g., Starz Denver Film Festival for all students, AspenSHORTs Festival for HS 
students, Sundance Film Festival for Seniors). 
 
HOW can students and their families raise these funds for VCA? 
Last year, the VCA Family Organization (VCFO) conducted a survey of current VCA students and their 
families. An overwhelming majority of respondents indicated that they do not want to do product sales or 
silent auctions. In fact, over 95% of VCA families indicated that direct giving to the department is 
preferred. Some families may choose to ask friends and relatives for support, while others might make a 
donation for the full amount. 
 
Should my student be involved in fundraising? 
Absolutely. These funds are intended to directly supplement their education in the field of Video Cinema 
Arts. Students will feel more pride and ownership in the outcome if they are involved in helping marshal 
the resources to support their specialized arts education. In particular, students should be involved when 
soliciting donations from friends and family. They might also consider asking for contributions to VCA in 
lieu of birthday and/or holiday gifts; it’s amazing what a lot of small gifts can add up to – every little bit 
helps! 
 
Do we need to raise all of the $200 by the beginning of the school year? 
No. VCA would love to have as much of it as possible during the first quarter, but if that is not realistic, the 
contributions can be dropped-off in Mr. Glassman’s or Ms. McGrath’s mailbox in the Main Office at any 
time. In fact, contributions can also be spread out over the school year ($100 per semester, $50 per 
quarter, or $20 per month). Since our Guest Artists work year round, the exact date of donations doesn’t 
matter. In the past, some DSA families have tried to honor their annual pledge by contributing in full 
before December 31 in order to qualify for a tax deduction. 
 
Do personal contributions to VCA qualify as tax-deductible? 
Yes. A receipt for tax reporting purposes can be generated by DSA upon request. The Federal Tax ID # is 
84-6001099. 
 
Can a family contribute/raise more than $200 per year? 
Absolutely! Not only would it be used to support department expenses, but it might help to offset a VCA 
family that is having more difficulty raising the money. Last school year, our top earner raised over $1,000 
for the department! 
 
What if a family can’t meet the $200 annual goal? 
Although VCA counts on a certain percentage of the department’s families being able to contribute to the 
Guest Artist Fund each year, we understand that families occasionally experience hard times. Honestly, 
any amount is appreciated and will be put to excellent use. All contributions to the department are 
completely voluntary and confidential. If your family is unable to satisfy the $200 annual goal, please 
consider contributing to VCA in other ways (e.g., extra volunteer hours). 
 
What if I have questions or concerns that haven’t been addressed? 
Please feel free to contact Mr. Glassman or Ms. McGrath with any questions, comments or concerns. 
 
 

Thank You, VCA Families!! 


