
Financial Algebra 1-17-20 

 

On Tuesday, we saw a slide that described the process by which the federal 

government implements new taxes.  Due to several amendments, taxes in Colorado 

go through a different process.  Those amendments are the Gallagher Amendment 

(1982), the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR) Amendment (1992), and 

Amendment 23 (2000). 

Your job today is to gain a basic understanding of these three Amendments and 

how they might affect taxes.  You will need to answer the following questions.   

QUESTIONS: 

1.  What does each amendment require in terms of how taxes are implemented?  

Give a brief explanation in your own words. 

2.   Based on your reading, what are some pros and cons of each amendment?   

3.  What do you think of each amendment?  Do you think they have affected the 

tax structure in Colorado positively, negatively, or neutrally?  Why? 

4.  If you could change one thing about the amendments, what would you change 

and why?  Maybe you would change nothing.  If so, explain why. 

HOW TO TURN IN YOUR WORK: 

Write your answers on a separate piece of paper labeled as below: 

 

Name 

Date 

Period 

   

   Colorado Tax Amendments Writing 

 

1.  Write your answer 

2.  Write your answer 

Etc. 

 

 



SUGGESTIONS/IDEAS TO CONSIDER WHILE RESEARCHING: 

It can be difficult to find impartial information.  You are welcome to do your own 

research.  You are also welcome to start with these sites that might be helpful. 

Text of amendments: As a registered voter, you will receive a “Blue Book” 

before each election.  This book, provided by the Legislative Council of the 

Colorado General Assembly, provides the Ballot Title, full text, and arguments for 

and against ballot initiatives.  Here are links to the blue books from 1982, 1992, 

and 2000 so you can read about the three amendments. 

Gallagher: 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Results/BlueBooks/1982BlueBook.pdf 

(page 1) 

TABOR  http://www.douglasbruce.com/ECO/ECOcontent.php?it=85&rt=tabor  

and 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Results/BlueBooks/1992BlueBook.pdf 

(page 5) 

Amendment 23: 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Blue%20Book%202000_3.pdf 

(page 9 and (full text) page 46) 

 

How all three interact:  Here is an on-line article that describes how the three 

amendments interact. 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/treasury/constitutional-provisions-0 

 

Analysis for/from Colorado General Assembly: 

Amendment 23:  

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Amednment23(February2001).

pdf 

 

Here are links that may make the complicated laws easier to understand.  

However, the sites have biases.  Be aware!  As I read articles from these 

“think tanks” about different issues, I have found myself wondering what 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Results/BlueBooks/1982BlueBook.pdf
http://www.douglasbruce.com/ECO/ECOcontent.php?it=85&rt=tabor
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/Results/BlueBooks/1992BlueBook.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Blue%20Book%202000_3.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/treasury/constitutional-provisions-0
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Amednment23(February2001).pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/sites/default/files/Amednment23(February2001).pdf


each “think tank’s” political leaning is.  I found this site helpful in answering 

that question.  https://libguides.colostate.edu/govinfo/cothinktanks  I used this 

site to determine the “leaning” of each site listed below. 

https://coloradosun.com/2019/02/01/colorado-tabor-gallagher-amendment-23-

explained/ 

(Left leaning view) 

 

https://www.gunnisoncounty.org/684/TABOR-and-Gallagher-Amendments 

(How non-partisan info can look) 

 

https://www.coloradoindependent.com/2019/11/05/colorado-tabor-cc-vote/ 

(Right leaning view) 

 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/policy-basics-taxpayer-bill-of-

rights-tabor 

(non-partisan but particular focus) 

 

https://www.bellpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/10-Years-of-TABOR.pdf 

(left of center) 

 

https://taboryes.com/wp-content/uploads/Thumbnail_Guide_to_Spending_c.pdf 

(right of center) 
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