
Course: Financial Algebra  

Teacher:  Ms. Andréa Wiseman 

Office: 205 

Email: andrea_wiseman@dpsk12.org 

Voicemail: 720-424-1819 
(Email is the best way to reach me.) 

 
Prerequisite/Recommendations:  Successful completion of Algebra 2.   
 
Financial Algebra Course Description: 
This course allows 12th graders to explore various aspects of personal financial literacy while solidifying 
algebra skills.   
Topics include: Personal Finance Identity, Income, Financial Institutions, Personal Budgets and 
Investments, Credit, Taxation, Risk Management, Consumerism, and the basics of Personal Financial 
Planning. 
 
Semester Outlines: 
Semester 1: 
Chapter 10 – Prepare a Budget (Students 
will learn about Personal Budgets and 
review function notation, writing functions, 
pieces-wise functions, percents, bar graphs, 
line graphs, pie charts) 
Chapter 6 – Employment Basics (Students 
will learn about Income and will review 
linear and exponential functions, graphs, 
and measures of central tendency) 
Chapter 3 – Banking Services (Students will 
learn about Financial Institutions and 
review exponential growth and decay, the 
number e, writing formulas, and limits) 
Chapter 1 – The Stock Market (Students will 
learn about the stock market and review 
candlestick charts, fractions, linear 
functions,  and ratios and proportions) 
Chapter 3 (part 2) – Banking Services 
(students will learn about Future 
Investments and Retirement and review 
exponential growth and decay, the number 
e, writing formulas, and limits) 
 

Semester 2: 
Chapter 9 – Planning for Retirement 
(students will learn about Retirement 
Planning and review Data collection, 
organization and interpretation as well as 
Histograms, inequalities, expected value, 
greatest integer function, rational equations, 
and percent increase) 
Chapter 7 -  Income Taxes (students will 
learn about taxation and review linear 
equations and inequalities, piecewise 
functions, and percents) 
Chapter 4 – Consumer Credit (Students will 
learn about credit and review function 
regressions, logarithms, and exponential 
functions)  
Chapter 5 and Chapter 8 – Automobile 
Ownership and Independent Living 
(students will learn about living on their 
own and review the distance formula, 
quartiles, various statistical data tables, 
square root functions, systems of 
inequalities in two variables) 

Materials Required: 
1.  Notebook to keep all notes, handouts, and returned assignments.  (I strongly recommend a three 

ring binder with loose-leaf paper and dividers.) 
2.  Graph paper  
3.  Ruler (protractor and compass are optional) 
4.  Pencils/erasers 
5.  Calculator (Please see letter regarding calculators): In order to be able to complete assignments, 

students need at least a basic scientific calculator with trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic 
function capabilities.  If you need to use a calculator from the classroom set, please bring a package of 
four AAA batteries. 

Text: 
Financial Algebra: Advanced Algebra with Financial Applications by Robert Gerver and Richard Sgroi (It 
is your responsibility to keep the classroom set of texts in good condition.) 

mailto:andrea_wiseman@dpsk12.org


Curriculum Standards:  For information regarding curriculum standards, 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/comath/documents/math_hs.pdf    
 
Teacher Comments to students:  In this class, you will engage in a variety of activities designed to 
help you learn mathematics in a meaningful way.  You will earn grades based on performance in class, 
quizzes, tests, projects, and meaningful participation in class.  Our goal is for you to become sophisticated 
mathematical problem solvers. 
 
GRADING:   Assessment is based on accuracy, completion, sophistication of process, and format. 

 Grading Scale: 
A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D F 
93-
100 

90-92 87-89 83-86 80-82 77-79 73-76 70-72 60-69 0-59 

 
Semester Grade Calculations: 
This year, the grades you earn will accumulate throughout the entirety of each semester 
    
Students in this class will earn grades based on both their product and their process.  The categories and 
their weightings are: 

1. Product - Tests and Quizzes (35%):   (Complete in PENCIL.) 
a. All work must be shown and/or explained to earn full credit.  Bald answers are not 

acceptable. 
b. Unit tests and quizzes will be announced.   
c. Expect periodic pop quizzes that will cover recall of basic facts from the course.  As the 

year progresses, basic facts from previous chapters will be included in these quizzes. 
2. Product - Projects/Formal Presentations and In-Class Assignments (Complete in PENCIL.)  

(35%):   
a. All work must be shown and/or explained to earn full credit.  Bald answers are not 

acceptable. 
3. Process - In- Class Discourse and Engagement (20%):  (Complete all work in PENCIL.) 

a. All work must be shown and/or explained to earn full credit.  Bald answers are not 
acceptable.  Process homework may be assessed through a quiz rather than collected 
work. 

b. Successful engagement in the learning process requires students to participate as a way of 
sharing ideas, questioning, and testing themselves as they develop and verify their 
understanding.  Students are expected to present class work, projects, or quiz problems 
regularly.   Full participation in the class process requires students to be on time, 
prepared, and productive in class.  

c. On-going assessment of the eight Standards for Mathematical Practice outlined in the 
Common Core State Standards.  (To view these, please go to:  
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice ) 

4. Final Assessment (10%): 
a. Semester 1 and 2:  cumulative exam 

(NOTE:  Weighted grading means grades are NOT calculated by  
𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑒𝑑 𝑝𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠

𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑏𝑙𝑒 𝑝𝑜𝑖𝑛𝑡𝑠
 ) 

For a more detailed explanation of weighted grades, please see the Weighted Grades Explanation on 
my web page (Parent/Guardian tab) or contact me with questions. 

 

Late Work: Deadlines are an important part of college and career readiness; therefore, they will 

be treated as such in the classroom. Everyone makes mistakes, but there will be escalating 

consequences. If you have an unexcused absence, you will not be able to turn in work due that 

day at a later time. 
 

1.  On the rare occasions when homework is assigned, if complete, the work will be accepted 
up to one week late* for partial credit.  Late assignments will earn up to 50% of the credit 
and are not eligible for improvements.   

http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/comath/documents/math_hs.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice


2.  Incomplete work (in class or homework) is considered late work. 
*No late work will be accepted after the “End of Semester” deadline (To Be Announced in class). 
 
Improvements: 

1.  Projects and Product assignments may be submitted with improvements* up to 80%.  
2.  Quizzes may be revised by the end of the unit for up to 80%. 
3.  Tests are not eligible for improvements.    

*Improvements are due by the date of the unit test or by the “End of Semester” deadline.   
 
 
ATTENDANCE:  You are expected to attend class daily and to be punctual (in your seat, with all 
materials, and ready to work at the start of class). 
Excused Absence: Work missed due to an Excused Absence may be made up for credit.  You have two 
school days for each day you were absent to complete the work and hand it in to me.  If the work is not 
submitted in that time frame, you will earn a zero for the assignment(s).   It is your responsibility to get all 
the information and clarification you need and to turn your work in on time.  Assignments can be found at  
http://dsa.dpsk12.org/.   I strongly recommend you have a system in place for getting necessary 
information when you are absent. 
If you are absent the day of a test, assessment or in-class assignment, expect to complete the 
work/assessment the day you return to class unless previous arrangements have been made.  You 
must make up the test within one week to earn full credit. 
Scheduled Absence: I expect you to contact me prior to scheduled absences (doctor’s appointment, 
activity in your major, etc.) to find out what you will miss and schedule due dates.  Scheduled absences are 
most likely excused absences.  Because you will have a lot of work to complete for all your classes, I 
recommend the following: a.) If you will not be at school the entire absence date, submit any assignments 
due the day of the absence on the day you return to school.  b.)  If you will be at school the day of the 
absence, submit any work due before you leave campus or when you return on that day. 

Unexcused absence:  I expect no one to have an unexcused absence in this class.  However, in the event 
that such an absence occurs: 

● none of the work due that day (including tests, projects, etc.) will be accepted for credit 
● the first will be level A, the second level B, the third level C, and others will be referred to the 

appropriate administrator.   
● the student will need to find an avenue other than tutoring/office hours to learn the material. 

 
Tardies:  Prompt attendance is important for your learning and the learning of your classmates.  Every 
day, we will start class with an activity, which will often be graded and included as part of your In Class 
Process grade.  If you are not in attendance at the beginning of class, you will not be able to make up those 
points. 
 
 
 
 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
Non-Academic Materials:  The following are not permitted in class. 

o Cell phones. (Parents, please do not call your student during class.  In case of an 
emergency, please call the main office.)   

o Grooming supplies (makeup, perfume, lotion, cologne, brushes, etc.)     
o Electronics (other than calculators)   
o Notes to/from friends 
o Food, gum, and drinks (Water is OK!!) 

Language:  In an effort to promote a comfortable working environment for all participants, this class 
will use professional language.   
 
Discipline Issues:  Although I expect that students will be focused in class, in the unlikely event that a 
discipline issue occurs, the infraction will be handled per DSA policy.  In most cases, this means I will 
follow the following process: 



First offense:   Level A - Conference with the student and appropriate consequences assigned. 
Second offense:  Level B - Conference with the student, appropriate consequences assigned, and 
communication with parents/guardians. 
Third offence:  Level C - Conference with the student, appropriate consequences assigned, and 
communication with parents/guardians. 
Further offences will be referred to Ms. Miles. 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 
 Academic honesty is a cornerstone of this class.  Cheating, including plagiarism, is never 

acceptable.  Presenting someone else’s work as your own, whether the work is from a friend, the Internet, 

a parent, etc., is cheating.  Please review citation formats. If you choose to cheat on an assignment, test, or 

quiz, you will earn no credit for the assignment, test, or quiz.  Since work submitted is not the 

student(s) original academic work, proficiency of the requirements in the teacher’s standards 

aligned rubric will not have been demonstrated. Therefore, a grade of zero will be earned for the 

assigned work. 
  

Scholastic dishonesty is considered a type one disciplinary offense on the DPS discipline matrix. 

The first violation of this policy will result in action taken by the classroom teacher. All other 

violations of the scholastic dishonesty policy will be referred to the Dean of Culture for 

appropriate disciplinary action. 
 

VIDEOS: 
During registration, the students and/or their guardians signed a video release.  (Please let me know if 
you did not do so.)  I do not show videos often.  However, to give you an idea of the types of videos 
students might see, in the past, I have used Vi Hart videos, Nova Specials, PBS Shorts and videos, as well 
as Apollo 13, Stand and Deliver, and Donald Duck in Mathmagicland in my classes.  For Financial 
Algebra, I will be researching short videos that illustrate the real-life applications of our learning and 
using those in class. 
 
Tutoring/Office Hours 
Friday: 7:30 am – 7:55 am 
Other times may be available each week.  These will be posted in my classroom. 
 
Students:   Tutoring is in no way a substitute for attending class.    Please note the weekly schedule posted 
in the classroom for possible schedule changes. 
 
Parents:  To better help my students succeed, I respectfully request that my office hours be reserved for 
tutoring.  The best way to meet with me is to email me to schedule an appointment.  Students are my first 
priority.  If you do drop in during office hours, I will meet with you if no students are present for tutoring.  
Otherwise, I will schedule a different time to meet with you. 
 

 
 
 
 
WEB INFORMATION: 
I will post homework information on the DSA website, http://dsa.dpsk12.org/ .  I will update the 
information at least once a week. 
 
NOTE:  I reserve the right to modify the syllabus as necessary depending on the classroom, student, or 
time factors that may arise during the year. 
 



Signature Page 

 

 

Academic Honesty Pledge: 

 

I pledge that I will neither give nor receive aid on any quiz, test, or project unless 

instructed to do so by the teacher.  I understand that dishonoring this pledge will result in 

no credit for the assignment and possible additional consequences per school and district 

policy. 

 

Student Name (Printed)         

 

Student Signature         Date    

 

Student Syllabus Signature: 

I have read the syllabus and understand the policy information for Financial Algebra.    

 

Student Name (Printed)        

 

Student Signature         Date    

 

 

Parent/Guardian Syllabus Signature: 

I have read the syllabus and understand the policy information for Financial Algebra.    

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed)                                                            

  

Parent/Guardian Signature        Date                    

NOTE: With the implementation of the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, you can now check your 

student's progress on line. It is my goal to have grades entered once a week.  Please keep the 

following factors in mind when consulting the parent portal: 

 

    * Due to the sheer number of papers submitted, it may take time to get all grades entered. 

    * Due to school activities, field trips, student illness, art activities and other unforeseen delays, 

I may postpone the due date on an assignment.  In these cases the portal due date may no longer 

be accurate. 

    * A blank grade means the assignment grade has not been entered.  An “M” (calculated by IC 

as a zero) means the assignment was not submitted by the student. 
 

 


