
 

Weighted Grades Explanation 
 
Most of us are familiar with grades calculated using a simple average.  The formula for 

calculating this grade average is: 
             

                     
  .   Weighted grades can seem more 

complicated.  I hope the explanation below will help you feel comfortable with the 
process.   
 
Why use weighted grades? 
Weighted grades allow different types of assignments to carry more or less weight 
depending on their use in assessing student work and understanding.  For example, 
formative assignments, which are completed while a student is learning new material, 
may carry less weight than tests, which are completed when the student is expected to 
have mastered the material. 
 
Calculating Weighted Grades: 
Step 1.  Calculate your average grade in ONE grading category.   

(Average = 
                               

                                      
) 

Step 2.  Multiply that average by the “weight” of the category.  This is your grade for 
that category. 
Step 3.  Repeat with every other category. 
Step 4.  Add all category grades together. 
 

Example 1: 
Let’s imagine a class is graded as follows: 
  Tests: 50% 
  Essays: 30% 
  Participation: 10% 
  Homework: 10% 
 
Now, let’s suppose the following is Student Doe’s grade report: 
Assignment Grade 
Homework 1 7/10 
Homework 2 8/10 
Essay 1 37/50 
Test 1 85/100 
Homework 3 6/10 
Essay 2 40/50 
Test 2 82/100 
Final Test 88/100 
Semester participation 865/1000 
 
 
 



Following the steps to Calculate Doe’s weighted semester grade, we have: 
 
   
 Step 1:  Calculate the Tests average grade 
   (85+82+88)/(100+100+100) = 255/300 = .85  
 

Step 2: Multiply this result by the weight of tests which is 50 %  
.85 x .50 = .425    
(The student has earned 85% of the possible 50 percentage points.  
The student has earned 42.5 % so far for the semester.) 

 
Step 3:   Repeat steps 1 and 2 for the Essays, Participation, and Homework 

Categories. 
 

Essays: 
   Step 1:  (37 + 40)/(50+50) = 77/100 = .77  

Step 2: .77 x .30 = .231   
(The student has earned an additional 23.1% for the 
semester.) 

 
Participation: 

   Step 1:  865/1000 = .865 
Step2: .865 x .10 = .0865   

(The student has earned an additional 8.65% for the 
semester.) 

 
 

Homework: 
   Step1:  (7 + 8 + 6)/(10 + 10 +10) = 21/30 = .7  

Step2: .7 x .10 = .07  
(The student has earned an additional 7% for the 
semester.) 

   
 Step 4: Add the category grades together: 
 

Semester grade = .425 + .231 + .0865 + .07 = .8125 = 81.25%  
(An 81.25% is a B-; Student Doe has earned a B- for the 
semester.) 

 
 
 
 
 


