
Welcome Statisticians!

I am so looking forward to our AP Statistics class this coming year. In this class, you will learn
how to describe and analyze data sets. You’ll use that analysis to draw conclusions, in context,
about the population and situation that produced the data. Statistics forms the analytical basis in
the �ield of economics, allows for detailed weather forecasting, helps businesses target their
marketing strategies, allows scientists to analyze the effectiveness of new medications, serves as
the analytic basis for actuarial work (like determining your insurance premiums), and provides a
whole host of other applications. As a result, this class will be unlike any other math class you
have taken! It is a combination of Math, English, and Science. Communication skills are essential,
and there will be far more reading and writing than you may be used to in a math course.

The mathematics required in AP Statistics may not be as dif�icult as in other advanced math
classes, but some of the concepts may be challenging - at �irst. Remember, we’re all in this
together. I am here to help you and I expect that you will help each other as well. We have a great
deal of material to understand by the end of April, so you need to be committed to giving your
best effort on a daily basis.  I hope you are excited and ready to work hard.

Here a few things you need to know prior to the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year.

Preliminaries:

1. You must be competent with Algebra 1 concepts and skills as well as basic
transformations from geometry. You should be able to solve systems of equations, graph
scatter plots, and �ind lines of best �it (both algebraically and with a calculator). *

2. You should be familiar with basic statistical plots such as box-and-whisker plots, bar
graphs, histograms, circle (pie) graphs, and stem-and-leaf plots. *

3. You must be willing to explain your answers. Calculating numerical results will not be
suf�icient for this course.

4. You must be/become* competent in the use of a graphing calculator as expert use is
expected on the AP exam and most of the examples and assignments will use them as well.
(if you do not have a calculator for the summer, see Ms Wiseman BEFORE you leave for
summer break.)

*(Don’t panic if you think you are not yet competent at these skills. You know more than you
think you do. We will review - just quickly. YOu can always attend tutoring early in the year to
polish your skills as needed!)

Summer Assignment:

1.   Purchase a textbook. The textbook is: The Practice of Statistics (SIXTH Edition) by Starnes
and Tabor. The publisher is W.H. Freeman and Company. The ISBN’s are:
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ISBN-13: 978-1319113339  or  ISBN-10: 1319113338. Please be sure to order the correct version of
the text (6th edition)! You can �ind new, used, and rentable versions on Amazon and other sites.

If you have any dif�iculties purchasing the text or have other questions, please
contact me at andrea_wiseman@dpsk12.org OR andrea.wiseman@dpsk12.net,
preferably before you leave for the summer break. I will be able to answer
email only intermittently this summer; please expect delayed response time.

2. Complete the Skills Practice and Summer Reading Guides.
Links (You will be able to access these only via your DPS Google Account):
Skills Practice
Reading Guide 1
Reading Guide 2
Reading Guide 3
Summer Reading Guide 4
Summer Reading Guide 5

Don’t have the book yet?  Use this link for the moment:
Textbook Intro and Chapter 1

To submit this work, you may do one of the following:
1. Print the Skills practice and reading guides. Do your work on separate paper. Attach
your answers - in order - to the back of each practice/reading guide. Submit the hard copy
work the �irst day of class.
OR
2. Make a copy of each document into your Google drive. Complete and edit the work in
your Google drive. Print the completed work and submit the hard copies the �irst day of
school.
OR
3. Make a copy of each document into your Google drive. Complete and edit the work in
your Google drive. Save this work into a folder labeled as below. Share the folder with me
AND send me an email with the folder link by the beginning of class the �irst day of school.

Label requirement for summer Google folder (if used)
Last Name, First Name - 2021 AP Stats Summer Assignment

You will be able to �ind online resources for many of the problems assigned for the summer and
throughout the course. I encourage you to seek out resources and explanations for problems that
you do not understand. However, it is my expectation that all the work you submit to me is your
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own. You have chosen to embark on the journey of an AP math class, and you will not be
successful if you cut corners, copy work, or put forth anything less than your best effort.

More than likely, this class will be one of the most challenging math classes you have ever taken. I
have high expectations for you since we will be moving at a college pace doing college level work.
Be prepared, mentally. You CAN do this! I look forward to seeing you in the fall, teaching the
class, and exploring the world of statistics with you. Enjoy your summer!

Sincerely,

Andréa Wiseman, NBCT
Mathematics Teacher
Denver School of the Arts Room 205
andrea_wiseman@dpsk12.org OR andrea.wiseman@dpsk12.net.
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