
AP WORLD HISTORY 
Summer Assignment 2020-2021 

Hughes 
 

Welcome to Advanced Placement World History: Modern.  

I am excited to begin teaching this course in the fall of 2020. I look forward to meeting you and getting to 
know you as we explore world history from approxamately 1200 C.E. to the present.  

This is a very exciting class that will allow you explore many of the major events in world history. It will give 
you the perspective to understand why the world is the way it is now.  

The purpose of this summer assignment is to get a jumpstart on the breadth of the curriculum.  

Late assignments will not be accepted. Please come to class with your summer assignment in hand on the first 
day of school.  

1. Read Salt: A World History by Mark Kurlansky (ISBN: 978-0-14-200161-5) and answer the reading 
questions below. The questions provided for this book are meant help hone your historical thinking and 
reasoning skills. This assignment will be collected the first day of school. Please have it printed and ready at 
the start of class. Be sure to cite page numbers in your responses to the questions below. Do not use direct 
quotes, instead paraphrase.  

• Introduction: 
a. What were some of the beliefs associated with salt in the ancient world? 
b. What are some of the useful applications of salt? 
c. What is salt’s association with the domestication of animals? 
d. What is salt’s association with trade? 
e. THINK: What is the significance of salt in the development of civilizations? 

• Part One: 
a. RESEARCH: Who was Laozi (quoted on page 15)? 
b. Describe Li Bing’s discovery. 
c. How did the discovery of salt help lead to political stability in China? 
d. How were the Egyptians’ use of salt and belief in the afterlife related? 
e. Give an example of the relationship of salt to another African civilization other than the Egyptians. 
f. OPINION: Which of the Roman uses of salt was the most significant? Why do you think so? 
g. How did the Venetian government use the salt trade to solidify political power and increase its 

wealth? 
h. Did the prosciutto chapter make you hungry? If so, which part? If not, why not? 

• Part Two: 
a. RESEARCH: Who was Alexandre Dumas (quoted on page 107)? 
b. What made the Atlantic cod ideal food for the 7th-century Basques? 
c. THINK: How did the proliferation of the cod-fishing trade help to build European civilizations into 

empires? 
d. How were salt, herring, and trading leagues precursors to military conflict in Europe in the 17th and 

18th centuries? 
e. Give an example of edible salt’s relationship with wealth and class. 
f. Describe how salt mining worked in 15th-century Europe. 



g. What were the American “salt wars”? 
h. What was salt’s relationship to exploring and colonization? 
i. Why were saltworks targets for the Union army during the United States’ Civil War? 

• Part Three: 
a. RESEARCH: Who was William Brownrigg? Is he a trustworthy source? Why or why not? 
b. Explain one positive and one negative effect of the discovery of the chemical components of salt. 
c. How did the technological discoveries of preservation effect the profitability of salt? 
d. How do the Cheshire salt mines preserve a legacy of environmental degradation from Britain’s 

past? 
e. How did the British attempt to control Indians through their salt monopoly, and how did the 

Indians fight back? 
f. THINK: How is the story of Lot’s wife from the Torah/Bible and the Dead Sea related, and what 

relationship does this have to Jewish culture? 
g. How is the Chinese reluctance to use faster technology to produce salt indicative of its fall from 

prominence politically in the 20th century? 
h. How is soy sauce a legacy of Chinese culture? 
i. OPINION: What is salt’s importance to sweetness? Is this important? Do you like it? Why or why 

not? 
j. Why might the future of the salt industry lead one to optimism about globalization and the 

environment? 
 

2. Purchase the textbook for the course. MAIN TEXT: World Civilizations, The Global Experience. 8th Edition, 
AP Edition by Stearns, Adas, Schwartz & Gilbert. Pearson Publishing Co. ISBN # 9780135702727 I will be 
checking to see that you purchased this the first week of class. It is extremely important that you purchase 
this edition of the text! Older editions are not aligned to the current world history course and will not work 
with this class.  

• To Order: 

Go to this link: 	https://www.savvas.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1t3p and follow the instructions.  

a. The text will not be available to order until after 06/25/2020.   
b. A picture of the new text is below so you do not confuse it with previous editions.  

 

Again, I look forward to getting to know each of you If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to email me 
over the summer (if I don’t get back to you right away it is because I do not check my e-mail everyday during 
the summer please be patient I will get back to you as soon as possible). I will see you in the fall! 

Sincerely, 

 

Seth Hughes, NBCT 
Social Studies Teacher 
Denver School of the Arts 
Seth_hughes@dpsk12.org 
 



 

 


