
AP Government and Politics: Summer Assignment 
Mr. Hughes 

 
This is the same Summer Assignment that Mr. Grossman created for this class. I have just 
taken over the course as of 06/03/2019. I want to keep this as the summer assignment so that if 
you have begun to work on it you will not have to begin anew on an assignment that I have 
created.  
 
I am very excited to be teaching this course!   

 
Welcome to AP Government and Politics! By signing up for this class, you have acknowledged 
your interest in how our government works and the variable and multifaceted impact it has on 
the American public (and the world at times). Thus, in order to get you primed for a year of 
debate, inquiry, and learning about past and current trends, debates, and changes in American 
Democracy, you will engage in a book and documentary study this summer. 
 
First, you will need to select a non-fiction text AND a documentary from the list below. Some 
options pair better together than others, so do a quick review of what each is about before 
deciding. 
 
Next, you need to read and watch the texts. In addition to watching or reading, you need to take 
notes which you will turn in with this assignment. These notes should be Cornell style, must be 
handwritten and be a minimum of 3 pages front and back for EACH text. That said, they do not 
have to be much longer than those 3 pages. 
  
Once you have finished both texts, you will need to write a 5-7 page MLA formatted reaction 
paper (11pt, Arial font, double-spaced). In the paper, you need to do the following: 

• Review the author’s main thesis and main subarguments from the non-fiction text (1 pg) 
• Review the director’s main thesis and main subarguments from the documentary (1 pg) 
• Discuss what the two creators agree about in terms of American politics or democracy 

and what the two creators disagree about in terms of American politics or democracy (2 
pgs) 

• Reflect on what studying these two works has taught you about American politics or 
democracy (1 pg) 

 
Non-Fiction Text Options Documentary Options (All Available on 

Netflix) 

• Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger 
and Mourning on the American Right by 
Arlie Russell Hochschild 

• How Democracies Die by Steven 
Levitsky 

• The Right Nation: Conservative Power 
in America by Jon Micklethwait and 
Adrian Woolridge 

• The Red and the Blue: The 1990s and 
the Birth of Political Tribalism by Steve 
Kornacki 

• 13th directed by Ava DuVernay 
• Knock Down the House directed by 

Rachel Lears 
• Get Me Roger Stone directed by 

Daniel DiMauro, et. al 
• The Freedom to Marry directed by 

Eddie Rosenstein 
• Nobody Speak: Trials of the Free 

Press directed by Brian 
Knappenberger 



• Making Our Democracy Work: A 
Judge's View by Stephen Breyer 

• The Gatekeepers: How the White 
House Chiefs of Staff Define Every 
Presidency by Chris Whipple 

• One Person, One Vote by Carol 
Anderson 

• Best of Enemies directed by Robert 
Gordon and Morgan Neville 

• Mitt directed by Greg Whiteley 
• Bobby Kennedy for President 

directed by Dawn Porter (episodes 
1+2 or episodes 2+3) 

 
This assignment (the notes and the reaction paper) will be due the first day of school in 
August. Late assignments will not be accepted. The only exception will be those students that 
enrolled new to our school during the summer (these students will have a modified due date). 
Additionally, to be ready to start work on Day 1 in August, please purchase the textbook for the 
course: 

• Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy - 2016 Presidential Election, 17th 
Edition;  
Edwards, III, Wattenberg, and Howell.  

• Price: Varies but on the more expensive side 
• ISBN: 9780134586571 

  
You can also search on Amazon, or other web based bookstores to find a used copy or to rent a 
copy, but those will be a bit harder to come by for the 17th edition since this is a newer edition.  If 
you purchase an older edition from another student or Amazon, that is okay, just do not go older 
than the 16th  edition – prior to that, there may be many differences in the text. I will also have a 
PDF copy of the 16th edition available to students on my Classroom page to use if needed and 
if cost would be a hardship for your family.  
  
I will be available by email during the summer but please do not expect an immediate response; 
it may take a few days. Good luck, have fun, and I’ll see you in August!  
 
Seth Hughes NBCT  
Social Studies Teacher/Senior Team Lead 
Denver School of the Arts 
Email: seth_hughes@dpsk12.org 
 
 
 


