
AP WORLD HISTORY 
Summer Assignment 2017-2018 

 
 
Welcome to AP World History. These assignments will assist in building your fundamental knowledge 
of World History and are intended to lay the foundation for the first unit and subsequent material 
covered during the course of the year. 
 
During the school year we will explore 10,000 years of human history, learn valuable skills, and take 
the AP World History Exam in May, 2018. This is an exciting class that will allow us to look at the big 
picture of history, trace cultures over time, and examine human interactions. 
 
The purpose of this summer assignment is to get a jumpstart on the curriculum. The summer 
assignment will also provide us with an opportunity to go into more depth on certain topics throughout 
the year. 

  
 - READ: Read A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage  
           ISBN: 978-0802715524 and answer the discussion questions found on my website
   at: http://dsapresents.org/staff/chad-russell/apwh-summer-assignment/ 
 
Late assignments will not be accepted. As you will be quizzed on some of the information from this packet as 
soon as school starts, it is important that you show you are capable of successfully completing this independent 
assignment in the time allotted. This gives a very clear picture of your ability to handle the college-level course 
load you will experience throughout the year. The only exception will be those students that enrolled new to our 
school during the summer (these students will have a modified due date).  
 
Please purchase the textbooks for the course: 

MAIN TEXT: Text: World Civilizations, The Global Experience. 6th Edition, AP Edition by 
Stearns, Adas, Schwartz & Gilbert. Pearson Publishing Co. ISBN 978-0-13-136020-4  
To Order. 1 Call Pearson Warehouse 877-202-4572. -0r- www.pearsonhighered.com. It's mostly orange with a 
man from India reading a book. *This Text must be purchased by the student.* 
 

A highly recommended (not required) study guide that you may also purchase: 5 Steps to a 5 for AP 
World History (McGraw Hill). This is a practice book that will help you to study for the AP test in 
May. You may also want to purchase other study guides, however this is the one that we will make 
reference to when we teach. 
 
As you are reading answer Response Questions for A History of the World in 6 Glasses found below: 
Answer chapter response questions found on my website:  
 
Reading Questions: The questions provided for this book are meant to jump start your historical 
thinking skills. It is not enough to read about history; you must learn to “do” history. 
BEER 
1 How is the discovery of beer linked to the growth of the first “civilizations”? 
2 What does this history of beer in the ancient world tell us about the early civilizations? 
3 What sources does the author use to gather his information on the use of beer? 
4 What were some of the uses of beer by ancient cultures? Nourishment? Ritual? Religious? 
5 How did beer “civilize” man, according to Standage? 
6 What is the relationship between beer and writing, commerce, and health? 



WINE 
1 How did the use of wine differ from that of beer in ancient Greece and Rome? 
2 How was wine used by the Greeks? 
3 How and why did wine develop into a form of a status symbol in Greece? 
4 How was wine consumed? What does this tell us about the ancient Greek culture? 
5 How did the use of wine in Roman culture differ from that of ancient Greece? 
6 What is the relationship between wine and empire, medicine, and religion. 
SPIRITS 
1 What is the origin of distilled spirits? 
2 What is the connection between spirits and colonization? 
3 How was the production of spirits connected to slavery? 
4 What role did spirits play on the high seas? 
5 In the 18th century, how did spirits help Britain have a more superior navy than France? 
6 Why were spirits an important staple in Colonial America? 
7 How did rum play a role in the American Revolution? 
8 What were the negative effects/uses of spirits? (Use entire chapter to answer this) 
COFFEE 
1 Who did Europeans get coffee from and how did it spread to Europe? 
2 Why was it so important to Europe’s development that many people’s beverage of choice switched 

from alcohol to coffee? 
3 Describe coffee’s effect on the global balance of power (in terms of commerce). 
4 How did coffee play a pivotal role in the scientific revolution? (give lots of detail) 
5 How did coffee play a pivotal role in the ‘financial revolution’? 
6 How did coffee play a pivotal role in the French Revolution? (give lots of detail and go into the 

Enlightenment) 
TEA 
1 When did tea first become a mainstream drink in Asia? In Europe? 
2 How did the consumption of tea in Europe differ from how it was consumed in China or Japan? 
3 If tea arrived in Europe around the same time as when coffee did, why did it not find the immediate 

success that coffee had? 
4 How did tea transform English society? Who were its main consumers and what were some of the 

new rituals that surrounded tea? 
5 How was tea an integral part of the Industrial Revolution? 
6 What was the connection between tea and politics? 
7 How was tea connected to the opium trade and the Opium War of 1839-1842? 
8 What role did the tea trade and production play in the British rule over India? 
COCA-COLA 
1 What was the origin of coke? 
2 How was this beverage used medicinally and what were the additives? 
3 What was the relationship of coke and World War II? 
4 How was coke thought of by the communist during the Cold War? 
5 What is meant by “globalization in a bottle”? 
How did Coca-Cola materialize into an American value? How did this help and hurt Coca-Cola? (and, 
in some ways, America itself?) 
 
How much does A History of the World in 6 Glasses cost and where can I find it? 
Amazon.com and BN.com the price lists for just over $10 in paperback.  
Used editions are 1/2 off or more.   
Nook version is $10.  



Paperback: 311 pages  
Publisher: Walker Publishing Company; trade paper, later printing edition (May 16, 2006) 
Language: English  
ISBN-10: 0802715524  
ISBN-13: 978-0802715524 
 
ADDITIONAL READINGS: 
OTHER	BOOKS	THAT	MIGHT	BE	OF	INTEREST	(ONLY	OPTIONAL	–	NOT	REQUIRED)	
Author	 Book	Title		 Genre/Historical	Era	
Jared	Diamond	 Collapse:	How	Societies	choose	to	fail	or	

succeed	
Civilizations,	War,	Environment,	
Past,	History		

Jared	Diamond	 Guns,	Germs	and	Steel	 Civilizations,	Past,	History,	
Science	

Mark	Karunksy		 SALT	 Action,	History,	past	
William	
Manchester	

A	World	Lit	by	Fire	 Action,	Civilizations	

Louis	Levathes	 	When	China	ruled	the	sea	 Asian	history,	past,	Conquest,	
exploration		

Tom	Standage	 An	Edible	History	of	Humanity	 Civilizations,	Past,	History,	
Science	

Regine	Pernoud	 Those	Terrible	Middle	Ages	 Middle	ages	Europe	
Jung	Chen	 Wild	Swans:	Three	Daughters	of	China	 History,	China,	3	generations	of	

Mao’s	influenced	in	China		
Weatherford	
Jack	

Ghengis	Khan	and	the	Making	of	the	Modern	
World		

Mongols	

Steven	
Pressfield	

Gates	of	Fire:	An	Epic	Novel	of	the	Battle	of	
Thermopylae	

War,	History,	Greece,	Persia	

 


