
AP US Government & Politics 2017-2018 
Instructor: Mr. Kevin Fox  E-mail: Kevin_Fox@dpsk12.org   Phone: (720)424-1821 
Office Hours: Tues. & Thur. 3:00-3:45; Fri. 7:30-7:55   Webpage: http://kevinfox2.wixsite.com/dsa-fox-201415 
 
Course Overview 

This class is a year-long survey course that focuses on the theories, functions, structures and institutions within 
and around the US national policy-making process. Units of study focus around the principles citizenship, sovereignty 
and representation with a consistent focus on how civilian needs and interests eventually become national policy.  
Moreover, students are encouraged to reflect on their role in the democratic process as they gain a stronger 
understanding of the Constitutional frameworks of the US government and its relationship with state and local 
governments.  

AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college level course designed for highly motivated students who have a 
strong interest in the area of American government. The course approaches government and politics from an analytical 
perspective and involves both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific 
case studies. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that make up the 
American political reality. 

In addition to grasping an understanding of these basic functions of governments, students will also be expected 
to engage in rigorous discussions and coursework (inside and outside of the classroom) to take their high-level analysis 
skills a step further.  DSA students have unique talents and leadership potential that is particularly important for 
studying politics.  By the end of the semester, students will be asked to draw broader academic critiques about the 
nature of the US government’s domestic and foreign policies. 

Students will be asked to answer difficult questions with strong evidence. Questions such as: Does the US 
government truly represent the majority of those living in America? How has the scope of government changed over 
time and is this change positive or negative for the population? Does the current party system effectively serve as a 
linkage institution between the electorate and policies that serve their interests? How can the US government promote 
more cohesion and unity amongst an increasingly divisive population? 

It is my hope that students will find this class not only enlightening in promoting democratic participation, but 
will also provide students with the skills and knowledge set to become active members in a political system that is 
growing more polarized by the month.  
 
College Board™ Course Goals 

x To develop an understanding of the philosophical foundations upon which the American political system is 
based. 

x To provide varied opportunities for students to challenge and expand their intellectual abilities. 
x To encourage an attitude of mutual respect for the abilities of others when working together. 
x To develop essential academic skills, including critical reading and thinking, essay writing, note-taking and 

research. 
x To promote the use of thoughtful discussion as a key tool for generating, developing, and evaluating ideas. 
x To encourage students to take responsibilities for their own education. 
x To foster a sense of respect for the American government. 

 
Mr. Fox’s Classroom Goals: In an effort to develop “whole-child” success for every student, all classes will be 
dedicated to a series of goals that refine and advance students’ well-being in the areas of equity, academics 
and health/wellness. Students will be expected to view these goals as a driving force in their classroom 
behaviors and interactions in order to improve themselves as students and as members of a larger society: 

x Equity: We will dedicate ourselves to exploring and understanding the complex dynamics of our own 
identities and those of our peers. This will help us empathize with the experiences of others and 
appreciate the values and beliefs of those similar and different from ourselves. 

x Academic: We will dedicate ourselves to a growth mindset that pushes our knowledge, skills and work 
ethic to ensure that we master content and understandings necessary for individual and collective 
preparation for college, careers & beyond. 



x Health/Wellness: We will dedicate ourselves to focusing on our “headwinds” rather than “tailwinds” 
and finding collective ways to support our own mental and physical health, as well as those of our 
peers. We will do this through self-care, gratitude, Kindness and an appreciation for the success and 
struggles of others. 

 
Characteristics of a well-prepared AP Student:  Students entering an AP course often time face many challenges 
adjusting to the highly rigorous content, skillsets and expectations. To help with this adjustment, please consider the 
qualities of a successful and happy AP student: 
x Humility- Recognize that while you may have straight A’s in non-AP classes, this class will likely demand more time, 

effort and growth than previous classes. Do not take it personally if you do not secure an A in the course. 
x Diligence- DSA students already have many commitments and expectations. Know that this class will add more 

expectations and work to your schedule. Be prepared to persevere and manage your time efficiently. 
x Positivity- Many AP students slip into high levels of stress and anxiety due to the work expected of them. 

Unwarranted complaining will not be tolerated inside OR outside the classroom. 
x Respect- Have faith that Mr. Fox is doing what is best for you and your academic development. He is simply trying to 

hold you to high expectations and get you actively engaged in dialogue surrounding political issues. Please trust that 
he is doing what he can to make sure you do well on the AP exam, in future DSA courses, in college and beyond. 

 
Required Materials 

x A 1 inch (or larger) binder devoted solely to this class 
x 7 Dividers for binder (labeling and organization will come later)  
x Loose Leaf paper or Spiral Notebook for reading and in-class 

notes 
 
Required Textbooks 

x Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 2014 
Elections and Updates Edition (16th Edition) Edwards, 
Wattenberg & Lineberry 
ISBN-13: 9780133914870 

 
Procedures and Expectations 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating and plagiarism in any form regardless of intent will not be tolerated. Any students caught cheating will 
automatically receive a “0” on the assignment, no excuses accepted. Upon a second occurrence the parents will be 
notified, and there is a possibility of the student’s removal from class and referral to DSA Administration.  
 
Reading 
This is a college level course and a great amount of scholarly reading is expected. Almost all of the reading for this class 
will be completed outside of the classroom. Students will be responsible for completing reading notes for each chapter. 
The lecture notes in class are meant as a supplement, NOT A SUBSTITUTE for reading the text.  It is very important that 
students keep up with the reading as well as it is easy to fall behind. Not all tested material will be directly covered in 
class lectures and discussions! 
 
Grade Expectations 
Students are expected to complete all assignments in a timely manner. All graded assignments will be administered in 
alignment with at least one of the categories of the course skills rubric (see next page). Students who have below a “C” 
after the 9 weeks will be put on a tutoring contract. Students who at the end of first semester have a “D” or “F” may be 
removed from the class at the end of the first semester if they do not follow through with the contract. 
 
 
 

Teacher’s Wish List- below are 
some items for the classroom that 
would be gratefully appreciated. By 
no means are these required, but 
will be utilized throughout the year: 

x Tissue Boxes 
x Paper (loose-leaf notebook 

and/or printer) 
x Pencils 

 



Student Evaluation 
I. Daily Classwork 
Students are required to maintain an exclusive three ring binder for this class. Students are expected to keep all notes, 
homework, in class assignments, handouts, quizzes and exams organized throughout the semester. They should bring 
their notebook, a writing utensil and paper to class every day. Students should also expect to submit and/or complete 
discussions and written activities in class daily. 
 
II. Writing 
Students will be assigned short responses and analytical writing prompts at least biweekly. The expectations I have for 
these responses are high but with consistent practice students will become very proficient with them. Since this course 
lends itself to exploration, students will be encouraged to write on a variety of prompts, including creative pieces, 
academic analyses, article critiques and expository essays. 
 
III. Research Projects 
Most (although not all) units will have a specific project assigned with it. These will rotate between individual and group 
assignments, and on average will amount to a test grade. Students will often be expected to integrate their artistic skills 
into these projects. 
 
IV. Mini Quizzes 
Progress quizzes will be administered weekly or bi-weekly to assess student’s reading comprehension and ability to learn 
from secondary sources.  
 
V. Unit Tests 
Students will have a test over each unit consisting of multiple choice and at least one Free Response Question. This will 
include data/poll analysis, application of trends and policies, and identification and analysis of concept key concepts & 
theories. 
 
VI. Homework 
Students will have “homework” everyday. Homework may include creative thinking projects, online research, 
collaborative presentations and article evaluations. On days that no assignment is given and no reading is assigned, 
students are expected to study and review their reading notes.  
 
VII. Participation & Preparation  
Students’ active and meaningful participation is the single most important element of the learning process.  Students 
should expect to be evaluated on their engagement in content discussion every day. Without full engagement at all 
times in this course, students not only run the risk of failing the class, but also potentially take away from their peers’ 
learning.  Full attention and participation is expected without excuses. This also includes coming to class prepared by 
completing homework and/or assigned readings. This will be measured on a daily and weekly basis and will count as 5 % 
of students’ process grades. 
 
VIII. Project Citizen/Civic Engagement Project 
In an attempt to enrich student understanding of their role as a citizen under a democratic system, Mr. Fox is making 
efforts to partner with the Denver community for an ongoing policy research and construction project. This new aspect 
of the course is still under design, but will be a supplemental aspect of the course that goes beyond simply preparing for 
the AP exam.  
 
From the Project Citizen ™ Website: “Entire classes of students or members of youth or adult organizations work 
cooperatively to identify a public policy problem in their community. They then research the problem, evaluate 
alternative solutions, develop their own solution in the form of a public policy, and create a political action plan to enlist 
local or state authorities to adopt their proposed policy. Participants develop a portfolio of their work and present their 
project in a public hearing showcase before a panel of civic-minded community members. Many of the student groups 
involved in the program actually take the next step of direct civic engagement by contacting appropriate public officials 
and attempting to influence them to adopt their policy proposal.” (Source: http://www.civiced.org/pc-program) 



Absences and Make-Up Work 
DSA policy states that students will not be academically penalized for their first 5 excused and/or unexcused absences 
for the whole school year.  After these first 5 absences, students must present appropriate documentation in order for 
additional absences to be excused and to have the ability to complete make up work.  Students with unexcused 
absences after the first 5 absences will not have the ability to complete make up work and will receive a “0” for any 
missed work.  
 
Students have 48 hours from the class that they miss to turn in any make-up work.  If a student misses this 48 hour 
window, but turns the assignment in within 72 hours of their original absence, they will receive half credit for the 
assignment.  After the 72 hours students cannot turn in make-up work for credit and will receive a “0”, but are still 
expected to know the material for the unit test and final exam. 
 

*Important note about art pull-outs*: If students are considered present at DSA, but are not in class (particularly for pull-
outs, midday rehearsal/performances and/or field trips) it is their responsibility to contact me in reference to work and 
tests they may miss as early as possible (at least 1 class period in advance). Unless previously discussed, all work for these 
days will be due on the original due date.  
 
Late Work 
No late work will be accepted after 24 hours from the original due date. The maximum amount of credit available on 
work turned in before this 24 hour window is 50%. Any work turned in after this will not be graded and will result in a 
“0” for the assignment. 
 

Students will be allowed two “Slacker Passes” for the whole year (1 per semester). If a student chooses to use their pass, 
they are essentially bumping the original due date for the assignment back by 24 hours.  If the student turns in their 
work before that 24 hour period, they will not be penalized for turning it in late.  If they use the pass and turn the 
assignment in after 24 hours of the original due date, but before 48 hours has passed, the maximum credit available will 
be 50%. After 48 hours of the original due date, it will not be accepted. Please use these privileges wisely, as some 
assignments are more impactful than others.  
 
Entering & Returning Graded Student Work 
The grade book will be updated by weekly with grades for all process/practice student work from the previous week. 
Students should expect to receive their graded work within 5 school days of submitting the assignment. All graded tests 
and quizzes will be returned to students within 7-10 days of taking the test and/or quiz. If circumstances arise that 
might delay returning student work, an announcement will be made in class or on the course website. 
 

Grading 
Grades are determined by a simple points system based on points earned out of points available. The point values 
reflect the levels of proficiency on the course rubric and should be used to measure student achievement throughout 
the semester. There is NO extra credit available in AP US Government, so students cannot depend upon additional work 
to make up for missed assignments. Semester grades will be based upon the following: 
 

Classwork/Homework (Process/Practice): 30% of total grade   
 -Reading Notes          

  -In-class discussions/debates & active engagement 
 (5% of Category)      
-Article analysis & Evaluations        

 - Study Guides & Reading Guides      
 -Writing Exercises & Peer Evaluations 
 -Online Interactive Activities 
Quizzes/Tests/Projects (Product): 60% of total grade 
 -Weekly Reading quizzes (textbook & outside readings) 
 -Research Presentations and/or Reports 
 -Unit Tests/Projects 
 
Final Exam (1st Semester)/Project Citizen-Engagement Project (2nd Semester): 10 % of total grade 
  

 

Grading Scale 
A: 100-93% 
A-: 92-90% 
B+: 89-87% 
B: 86-83% 
B-: 82-80% 
C+: 79-77% 
C: 76-73% 
C-: 72-70% 
D: 69-60% 
F: 59-0% 

Grade Calculations 
 
Semester 1:  
-Quarter 1 & 2= 90% 
-Final Exam= 10% 
 
Semester 2:  
-Quarter 3 & 4= 90% 
-Final Civic Engagement    
 Project= 10% 
 



 
*Important Note about Grades* Grades on assignments, projects, exams & quizzes are absolutely non-negotiable in Mr. 
Fox’s classes. Neither students, nor parents should make any attempt to challenge a grade or negotiate a grade change 
with Mr. Fox unless there was a clear mistake made in the grading or entering of the assignment and Mr. Fox agrees that 
it was a mistake. He will not tolerate any attempt to influence the grading process or method. All grades at the end of 
the semester are final, no matter how close to a grade-level difference they may be. 
 
DSA High School Academic Honors Policy: as adopted by CSC 2010-2011 School Year 
Many academic classes at DSA are offered with honors and non-honors options. The following are the guidelines from 
the district handbook for academic honors and AP credit: 

x Coursework must include at least one major research paper/project per semester. 
x Coursework must include intensive reading and writing in the content area. 
x Instruction must include the use of higher-order thinking skills during questioning and discussion periods. 
x A significant amount of rigorous homework, beyond that of a regular class, must be required. 
x Instructional materials selected for use must reflect the challenging nature of the course. 
x Level of instruction must reach greater depths of understanding, including self-directed learning, and establish 

higher expectations of the student. 
 

All DSA high school students have the first four weeks of each semester to decide between the non-honors or honors 
section of an academic class: 
 

 Friday, September 15, 2017 deadline for first semester 
 Thursday, February 1, 2018 deadline for second semester 
 

After these dates, students may not switch into the academic honors or non-honors section and are expected to 
complete the class work expected for that level.  Any student may take a course for academic honors credit for the first 
semester, but only those students who received a D or higher during first semester may take it for honors/AP credit 
during the second semester. 
 
E-mail Etiquette 
Students and parents are encouraged to reach out to Mr. Fox via e-mail any time they have a question or concern 
regarding class. Please allow 24-48 hours for Mr. Fox to respond to your e-mail. If you do not receive a response within 
that time, please re-send the e-mail, as it may have been accidentally overlooked. 
 
Both students and parents are expected communicate in a professional and respectful manner via e-mail.  
Unprofessional, disrespectful and/or confrontational methods of communication will not be tolerated and may not 
receive a response. If Mr. Fox receives an e-mail that is hostile in nature, he reserves the right to take the issue to DSA 
administration for a discipline resolution for students or a supervised intervention with parents. 
 
In summation, please proof read e-mails to ensure they are constructive and respectful to maintain a positive working 
relationship with Mr. Fox. 
 
No E-mail Assignment Submission Policy 
Since DPS and student e-mailing is extremely temperamental, I ask that students do NOT submit any assignments via e-
mail. While it may be more convenient for students, it is very difficult to keep track of assignments submitted in this 
way. If students are unable to print at home, they are able to print work in the counseling office. Thank you for your 
cooperation on this matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holistic Evaluation of Student Skillsets and Work Ethic 
The following rubric will be used to measure and monitor student growth. These items are based upon curricular expectations, as 
well as academic skillsets necessary to prepare for success in college and the workplace. All above methods of assessment and 
practice are intended to help students move to a “Meets” or “Advanced” status by the end of the school year. 

AP Government Skills 
Rubric 

Approaching 
(Developing) 

Meeting 
(Proficient) 

Advanced 
(Distinguished) 

I. Constitutional 
Understanding & 
Reasoning: 
Interpreting the 
historical and 
philosophical 
frameworks of the US 
Constitution and their 
role in outlining the 
functions of the 
federal government 
 

- Demonstrates a developing ability to 
understand the Enlightenment/Western 
philosophies behind the US Constitution 
 
- Demonstrates a developing 
understanding of the processes of 
adoption, amending and interpreting the 
US Constitution in different historical 
contexts 
 
- Demonstrates a developing ability to 
connect modern political ideologies to 
interpretations of the US Constitution 

- Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
understand the Enlightenment/Western 
philosophies behind the US Constitution 
 
- Demonstrates a proficient 
understanding of the processes of 
adoption, amending and interpreting the 
US Constitution in different historical 
contexts 
 
- Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
connect modern political ideologies to 
interpretations of the US Constitution 

- Demonstrates a strong ability to 
understand the Enlightenment/Western 
philosophies behind the US Constitution 
 
- Demonstrates a strong understanding of 
the processes of adoption, amending and 
interpreting the US Constitution in 
different historical contexts 
 
- Demonstrates a strong ability to connect 
modern political ideologies to 
interpretations of the US Constitution 

II. Evaluation of 
Linkage Institutions 
and Branches of 
Government: 
Measuring the 
effectiveness of 
voting, political 
parties, interest 
groups and media in 
helping the people’s 
interests reach the 
policy-making 
platform 
 

- Demonstrates a developing ability to 
identify the various linkage institutions and 
their methods of connecting people’s 
interests to the policy-making institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a developing ability to 
measure the effectiveness of some linkage 
institutions over others in bringing people’s 
interests to the policy-making institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a limited ability to critique 
policy-making institutions’ representation 
of the people’s interests 

- Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
identify the various linkage institutions 
and their methods of connecting people’s 
interests to the policy-making institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
measure the effectiveness of some 
linkage institutions over others in bringing 
people’s interests to the policy-making 
institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
critique policy-making institutions’ 
representation of the people’s interests 

- Demonstrates a strong ability to identify 
the various linkage institutions and their 
methods of connecting people’s interests 
to the policy-making institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a strong ability to 
measure the effectiveness of some 
linkage institutions over others in bringing 
people’s interests to the policy-making 
institutions 
 
- Demonstrates a strong ability to critique 
policy-making institutions’ representation 
of the people’s interests 

III. Connecting 
Political Evidence and 
Theories: 
Analyzing empirical 
evidence and political 
statistics and applying 
relevant democratic 
concepts, theories and 
trends to such 
information  

-Demonstrates a developing ability to 
interpret the meaning of qualitative and 
quantitative political evidence 
 
-Demonstrates a developing ability to apply 
contemporary democratic theory and class 
concepts to qualitative and quantitative 
evidence 
 

-Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
interpret the meaning of qualitative and 
quantitative political evidence 
 
-Demonstrates a proficient ability to apply 
contemporary democratic theory and 
class concepts to qualitative and 
quantitative evidence 
 

-Demonstrates a strong ability to 
interpret the meaning of qualitative and 
quantitative political evidence 
 
-Demonstrates a strong ability to apply 
contemporary democratic theory and 
class concepts to qualitative and 
quantitative evidence 
 

IV. Critical Research & 
Academic 
Argumentation: 
Utilize reputable 
sources to investigate 
and determine the 
“winners” & “losers” 
of federal policy 
decisions 

-Demonstrates a developing ability to use 
electronic and text sources to research 
policies, political behaviors & trends 
 
-Demonstrates a developing ability to 
distinguish between academic and non-
academic sources 
 

-Demonstrates a developing ability to use 
researched information to support a critical 
academic argument of policy decisions 

-Demonstrates a proficient ability to use 
electronic and text sources to research 
policies, political behaviors & trends 
 
-Demonstrates a proficient ability to 
distinguish between academic and non-
academic sources 
 
-Demonstrates a proficient ability to use 
researched information to support a 
critical academic argument of policy 
decisions 

-Demonstrates a strong ability to use 
electronic and text sources to research 
policies, political behaviors & trends 
 
-Demonstrates a strong ability to 
distinguish between academic and non-
academic sources 
 
-Demonstrates a strong ability to use 
researched information to support a 
critical academic argument of policy 
decisions 

V. Work Ethic: 
Exhibits consistent 
work ethic with a 
dedication to learning 
(clear motivation 
toward improving on 
skills and content 
necessary for success 
in criteria listed 
above.)  

-Demonstrates limited dedication to 
complete work (in-class & homework) fully 
and on time 
 
-Shows limited investment in classroom 
discussions and in-class activities 
 
-Requires consistent reinforcement of 
responsibilities by teacher, parent and/or 
administrator to complete work 
 
-Shows limited dedication to improving 
upon areas of growth and overall grade, 
based upon skills indicated above 

-Demonstrates sufficient dedication to 
complete work (in-class & homework) 
fully and on time 
 
-Shows sufficient investment in classroom 
discussions and in-class activities 
 
-Requires limited/little reinforcement of 
responsibilities by teacher, parent and/or 
administrator to complete work 
 
-Shows sufficient dedication to improving 
upon areas of growth and overall grade, 
based upon skills indicated above 

-Demonstrates exemplary dedication to 
complete work (in-class & homework) 
fully and on time 
 
-Shows exemplary investment in 
classroom discussion and in-class 
activities 
 
-Requires no reinforcement of 
responsibilities by teacher, parent and/or 
administrator to complete work 
 
-Shows exemplary dedication to 
improving upon areas of growth and 
overall grade, based upon skills indicated 
above 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please complete, detach and return to Mr. Fox by Friday, Sept. 8th 2017. 

Student Self-Advocacy Philosophy 
In attempts to better prepare students for college and careers, I have a strong expectation that students act as 
the primary communicator regarding class concerns/issues. In particular, students are responsible for 
expressing grade concerns, missing assignments, missed class, etc. before parents or administration are 
involved. This approach ensures that students are learning to effectively advocate for themselves and to foster 
the teacher-student professional relationship that will lead to student success. 
 
Please note that I truly value parent/guardian involvement as a means of collaboratively addressing student 
needs and I look forward to these close, working relationships. I simply ask that students initially present 
concerns toward the class, unless there are extenuating circumstances that require initial involvement from a 
third party. 
 
E-mail Etiquette Expectations (Revisited) 
As mentioned in the body of the syllabus, students and parents are encouraged to reach out to Mr. Fox via e-
mail any time they have a question or concern regarding class. Please allow 24-48 hours for Mr. Fox to 
respond to your e-mail. If you do not receive a response within that time, please re-send the e-mail, as it may 
have been accidentally overlooked. 
 
Both students and parents are expected communicate in a professional and respectful manner via e-mail.  
Unprofessional, disrespectful and/or confrontational methods of communication will not be tolerated and 
may not receive a response. If Mr. Fox receives an e-mail that is hostile in nature, he reserves the right to take 
the issue to DSA administration for a discipline resolution for students or a supervised intervention with 
parents. 
 
In summation, please proof read e-mails to ensure they are constructive and respectful to maintain a positive 
working relationship with Mr. Fox. 
 
**Parent/Guardian meetings should be scheduled via e-mail or phone at least 3 business days prior to the desired date of the 
meeting. Unfortunately, I will not be able to accommodate walk-in meetings or meetings requested in less than 3 business days.** 
 
By signing below, you and your student are stating that you have carefully read the syllabus and all of its provisions, 
including the above statement on Student Self-Advocacy & E-mail Etiquette policies.  
 

 
Student Name (Printed): _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Name (Printed): __________________________________________________________  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian e-mail address and/or Phone #: _____________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for carefully reading the course syllabus and welcome to AP US Government & Politics! 


